
 
2020 SOFTWARE CHANGES 

 
This is not an exhaustive list of every development in the new software, but covers the main changes and has 
been produced to help owners understand changes to IRC ratings.  All these are applied automatically in the 
software, which is applied across the whole IRC fleet. 
 
WHISKER POLES 
The use of poles set to leeward to act as struts for the sheeting of headsails is becoming more common, both with 
boats rated for headsail only and boats rated with spinnakers, who can use a whisker pole provided a spinnaker is 
not set. Due to current lack of clarity provided by the current Racing Rules & ERS the IRC Rules and definitions to 
clarify that the current configurations are permitted with an impact to TCC. 
 
IRC Rules now read: 
21.3.5 Boats will be rated according to whether they use a spinnaker pole, whisker pole and/or a bowsprit 
according to the following configurations: 
  (a) No spinnaker pole (spinnaker tacked on deck) or a centre line bowsprit only. 
  (b) An articulating bowsprit only. 
  (c) Spinnaker pole(s) and/or whisker pole(s) either with or without a bowsprit. 
 
Whisker Pole A spar attached to the mast spar to set a headsail. ERS F.1.4(d)(ii) does not apply. 
 
Those boats previously rated with a spinnaker and either ‘no spinnaker pole or bowsprit’ or ‘bowsprit only’ who have 
declared that they use a whisker pole will see an increase in their TCC for 2020. 
 
The rating effect will depend on the specific configuration of the boat. 
 
VARIABLE BALLAST 
IRC has recognised single- and double-handed sailing for many years with the option to have an additional, short-
handed certificate in a different configuration. With the increased growth of short-handed sailing in recent years, the 
idea of adding low-volume water ballast (equivalent to 3 or 4 crew members) is developing in the minds of designers 
and sailors. Water ballast boats do not represent a large number in the overall worldwide IRC fleet but we wish to 
ensure that this development is rated appropriately. The IRC technical committee have therefore updated the 
variable (eg. water) ballast formulation and also the rules around variable and moveable ballast configurations. 
Variable ballast volume must be declared and, if available, the maximum list angle.  See IRC 2020 Rule 22.3. 
 
The rating effect will depend on the specific configuration of the boat. 
 
IRC KEEL TYPES 
The IRC technical committee have identified an improvement to help transition the rating between different keel 
types, and the rating formula for certain keel types has been updated and now uses a keel aspect ratio. This update 
may not increase the rating for your boat but will help to separate between keel types in the IRC rating framework. 
 
The rating effect will depend on the specific configuration of the boat. 
 
SAIL AREA 
The rating of mainsail area has been reviewed; boats with small mainsail widths relative to E may see an increase in 
rating. 
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